In Bangladesh, two distinct forms of the species occur in nature -one bears black fruits and the other bears orange fruits. The general facies of these two forms also differ. Now, the questions are: (i) do both the forms belong to the same species, S. nigrum? (ii) which one of these two forms actually belongs to S. nigrum? and (iii) do they belong to S. nigrum at all?
Working on the S. nigrum complex of the Indian subcontinent, Schilling and Anderson (1990) , on the basis of chromosome number as well as some other morphological characters, recognized three distinct species, viz. (i) S. americanum Mill., 2n = 2x = 24 (inflorescence umbellate, fruits shiny purple-black with reflexed sepals), (ii) S. villosum Mill., 2n = 4x = 48 (fruits very distinctive orange, orange-brown or reddishorange), and (iii) S. nigrum L., 2n = 6x = 72 (inflorescence racemiform, fruits dull purple-black with sepals adhering to the fruits).
Cytological studies on the S. nigrum complex of Bangladesh (Sultana and Alam 2007) resulted in two distinct chromosome numbers, 2n = 2x = 24 (of the forms with black fruits) and 2n = 4x = 48 (of the forms with orange fruits). This finding clearly identifies the black-fruit-bearing plants of Bangladesh as S. americanum and orangefruit-bearing plants as S. villosum, which are more common. The other species S. nigrum, 76 HASSAN so far known from Bangladesh, may not at all occur here or it is a species of rare occurrence.
Different black-fruit-bearing forms, if they occur at all in Bangladesh, should be collected from throughout the country to confirm the very existence of S. nigrum in Bangladesh.
